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42,  Wellington  Street  (St.  John’s), 
Blackburn. 


August,  1948. 


To  THE  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Blackburn  Rural  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

We  beg  to  present  the  following  report  on  the  work  of  your 
Health  Department  during  the  year  1947.  This  follows  exactly 
similar  lines  to  earlier  wartime  and  postwar  reports. 

The  only  extension  in  Health  Legislation  during  the  year  was 
the  coming  into  operation  of  the  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment,  Etc.) 
Regulations.  The  major  Public  Health  reorganisation  foreshadowed 
in  the  National  Health  Services  Act.  1946,  being  passed  but  not  in 
operation. 

The  very  necessary  work  of  housing  repairs  and  improvements 
was  again  restricted  by  shortage  of  labour  and  materials  and  only  the 
remedying  of  the  most  outstanding  housing  defects  could  be  attempted. 

The  sense  of  frustration  engendered  in  your  Officers  by  these 
abnormal  conditions  is  very  real  and  it  is  again  hoped  that  conditions 
will  improve,  so  that  a serious  effort  can  be  made  to  deal  thoroughly 
with  the  unsatisfactory  housing  conditions  which  now  prevail. 


Yours  obediently, 

C.  M.  BRADLEY,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
ARTHUR  W.  CRAVEN,  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
OF  THE  AREA. 


Area  in  Acres  

I9>488 

Rateable  Value  

£80,514 

Estimated  Product  of  id.  Rate  

£335 

Population,  Census  1931  

11,232 

Resident  Population,  mid-1947 

(Registrar-General’s  Estimate)  

. ...  12,580 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  Population  

12.4 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  Population  

134 

The  Chief  industries  are  cotton  spinning  and  weaving,  paper- 
making, brick-making  and  agriculture. 

There  was  np  unusual  or  excessive  mortality  of  special  note 
during  the  year. 

The  health  of  the  District  continues  to  be  good. 

The  widespread  epidemic  of  infantile  paralysis  did  not  extend 
to  the  District  and  one  case  only  occurred. 
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Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year  1947. 


Population — Registrar-General’s  Estimate,  mid-1947  1 2.580 


Total 

Males 

Females 

Live  Births — Legitimate  

162  .. 

. 88  . 

74 

Illegitimate  

7 •• 

4 • 

3 

Total  

169 

• 92  . 

••  77 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  population,  mid-1947  13.4 

Total  Males  Females 

Still  Births  3 ...  2 ...  i 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  17.4 

Total  Males  Females 

Deaths  156  ...  89  ...67 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  ...  12.4 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes — 

Puerperal  and  post-abortive  sepsis  — 

Other  maternal  causes  — 

Total  maternal  mortality  — 

Death  rate  per  1,000  total  (hve  and  still)  births  — 


Death  rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age — 

All  infants  per  1,000  Live  births  29 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  25 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  143 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  22 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  — 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  — 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  — 
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VITAL  STATISTICS  (Continued) 
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Previous  year  +0.8  ...  +1.9  •••  +o.oy  ...  0.34  ...  6.36  ...  6.21 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services. 

The  agreement  between  the  Council  and  the  County  Borough 
of  Blackburn  for  the  use  of  their  ambulance  was  continued  throughout 
the  year,  the  maximum  charge  in  case  of  accident  was  ys.bd.,  this 
being  from  any  part  of  the  Rural  District.  The  Council  made  up 
the  difference  between  the  actual  charge  which  is  2S.od.  per  mile  and 
the  ys.bd.  charge  to  the  patient.  In  the  case  of  the  use  of  the 
ambulance  for  cases  other  dian  accidents  and  to  any  other  Hospital 
than  the  Blackburn  Royal  Infirmary,  the  charge  was  subject  to  an 
arrangement  between  the  Council  and  the  people  concerned. 

The  above  arrangement  did  not  extend  to  the  conveyance  of 
infectious  cases,  these  being  conveyed  to  the  Hospital  by  the  ambu- 
lance attached  to  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  receiving  the  patient 
in  each  case.  For  the  treatment  of  infectious  cases,  the  agreement 
between  the  Accrington  and  District  Joint  Hospital  Board,  of  which 
this  Council  is  a constituent  authority,  and  the  Borough  of  Darwen 
was  continued,  although  towards  the  end  of  the  year,  owing  to  the 
shortage  of  nursing  staff  the  Borough  of  Darwen  was  unable  to  re- 
ceive patients  into  their  Bull  Hill  Hospital,  and  individual  arrange- 
ments had  to  be  made  with  the  officers  of  any  other  authority  who 
were  able  and  willing  to  take  cases. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES. 

Water  Supply. 

Most  of  the  Blackburn  Rural  District  is  within  the  “Area  of 
Supply”  of  the  County  Borough  of  Blackburn,  but  the  Parish  of 
Eccleshill  is  served  by  the  Borough  of  Darwen.  Belthorn  village  in 
the  Parish  of  Yate  and  Pickup  Bank  is  served  from  the  mains  of  the 
Oswaldtwistle  Urban.  District  Council.  That  part  of  Mellor  which 
is  supplied  from  a mains  supply  is  served  by  the  Mellor  Water  Com- 
pany. All  the  parts  of  the  District  supplied  by  the  County  Borough 
of  Blackburn,  the  Borough  of  Darwen  and  the  Oswaldtwistle  Urban 
District  Council  are  satisfactorily  served  in  quality  and  quantity,  but 
considerable  difficulty  was  experienced  by  the  Mellor  Water  Company 
in  meeting  all  the  demands  upon  their  supply  and  in  the  Parish  of 
Mellor  some  houses  were  for  portions  of  the  day  without  an  adequate 
supply  of  water.  During  the  year  a scheme  was  prepared  by  the 
Council’s  Consultant  Engineer  for  the  extension  of  the  water  mains 
owned  by  the  County  Borough  of  Blackburn,  to  serve  Mellor  village 
and  part  of  Ramsgreave  which  is  not  already  served  by  a piped  supply. 
This  extension  when  completed  would  have  the  effect  of  eliminating 
the  Mellor  Water  Company,  and  their  main  which  is  beUeved  to  be 
practically  furred  up  would  no  longer  be  used.  No  analvses  of  the 
piped  water  supplies  were  made  by  this  Council,  this  being  usually 
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done  by  the  authority  supplying  ±e  water.  No  ill  effects  came  to 
hght  from  the  use  of  any  supply  of  water,  although  most  of  the  up- 
land surface  waters  used  are  reputed  to  have  a tendency  to  plumbo- 
solvency.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year  new  plant  for  the  addition  of 
lime  to  the  water  was  installed  by  the  Blackburn  Corporation  with 
the  object  of  reducing  this  tendency. 

The  approximate  number  of  houses  in  the  various  parishes 
served  by  mains  and  other  supplies  was  as  shown  in  the  following 
table : — 


From 

From  Public  Mains  Private  Supplies 

^ ' 

Direct  to  By  means  e.g.  wells, 

houses  of  standpipe  springs,  etc. 

No  of  No.  of  No.  of  No.  of  No.  of  No.  of 
dwelling-  popula-  dwelling-  popula-  dwelling-  popula- 
houses  tion  houses  tion  houses  tion 


PARISH. 

1.  Balder  stone 

2.  BiUington 

3.  Clayton-le-Dale 

4.  Dinckley 

5.  Eccleshill 

6.  Livesey 

7.  Mellor  

8.  Osbaldeston 

9.  Pleasington 

10.  Ramsgreave 

11.  Salesbury 

12.  Tockholes 

13.  Wilpshire 

14.  Yate  and 

Pickup  Bank 

Total — 

Whole  District 


72 

303 

— 

549 

2309 

— 

173 

528 

— 

20 

68 

— 

80 

274 

— 

712 

1967 

— 

254 

1019 

23 

49 

126 

— 

120 

430 

— 

208 

559 

— 

no 

327 

— 

328 

1510 

— 

30 

128 

— 

2705  9548  23 


— 

42 

144 

— 

55 

217 

— 

32 

93 

— 

3 

14 

— 

22 

84 

— 

80 

312 

96 

134 

520 

— 

23 

83 

— 

52 

190 

— 

70 

293 

— 

18 

66 

— 

142 

495 

— 

31 

115 

— 

77 

310 

96 

781 

2936 

These  figures  do  not  include  two  large  Institutions  in  the 
Parish  of  BiUington. 

Most  of  the  piped  supphes  in  the  District  are  conveyed  to  a 
point  over  the  scullery  sink  and  there  is  only  one  standpipe  in  the 
whole  District,  that  is  in  Barker  Lane,  Mellor.  This  pipe  supplies 
approximately  23  houses  and  was  put  in  during  1945  as  a temporary 
arrangement  pending  extensions  to  the  Blackburn  Corporation  mains 
within  that  area. 
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Twenty  samples  of  water  were  taken  during  the  year  and  sub- 
mitted for  bacteriological  examination.  These  were  from:  — 

1.  Cheetham  House  Farm,  Balderstone. 

2.  Cronshaw  Chair,  Billington. 

3.  Whittle  Hall  Farm,  Bilhngton. 

4.  Wade  Platt  Farm,  Langho. 

5.  Cherry  Tree  Jam  Works. 

6.  The  Mellor  Bore  Hole. 

7.  Further  Lanes,  Mellor. 

8.  Brookfield  Farmhouse,  Tockholes. 

9.  Higher  Hill  Farm,  Tockholes. 

10.  Rock  Iim,  Tockholes. 

11.  Longworth  Farm,  Ramsgreave. 

Following  complaints,  two  samples  were  taken  from  a supply 
owned  by  the  Dunkenhalgh  Estate,  which  feeds  Wade  Platt  and 
several  other  farms  in  the  Langho  district.  As  these  were  unsatis- 
factory, representations  were  made  to  the  owner  of  the  supply  who 
immediately  put  in  hand  the  renewing  of  certain  porticras  of  the  pipe 
feeding  these  farms.  This  work  was  not  completed  at  the  end  of 
the  year. 

The  supply  to  the  Cherry  Tree  Jam  Works,  which  was  from 
a well  in  the  cellar,  was,  on  a sample  taken  earlier  in  the  year  shown 
to  be  quite  satisfactory,  but  upon  being  used  more  extensively  than 
hitherto  the  water  again  became  unfit  for  use,  apparently  due  to 
the  fact  that  water  was  being  drawn  from  much  further  afield.  No- 
thing further  however  could  be  done  to  protect  this  supply  and 
accordingly  steps  were  taken  to  have  a piped  supply  laid  on.  Until 
this  could  be  carried  out,  the  temperature  at  which  fruit  was  pro- 
cessed and  the  time  maintained  was  increased  by  io°F.  and  10  minutes 
to  i8o°F.  and  20  minutes  respectively.  Samples  of  fruit  which  had 
been  processed  in  water  at  this  temperature  were  later  submitted 
for  analysis  and  were  found  to  be  sterile. 

A private  supply  owned  by  the  Woodfold  Park  Estate  serving 
a considerable  number  of  farms  and  dwelling  houses  in  the  Further 
Lanes  district  of  Mellor  was  sampled  during  the  year.  This  proved 
to  be  unsatisfactory  and  on  representations  being  made  to  the  Agent 
concerned,  the  tanks  were  cleaned  out  resulting  in  considerable  im- 
provement to  the  supply. 

The  remainder  of  the  samples  mentioned  were  either  taken 
because  of  projected  use  of  hitherto  unused  sources  or  were  satis- 
factory samples  from  small  private  supplies. 

As  can  be  seen  from  the  foregoing  table  and  remarks,  there  is 
still  considerable  room  for  improvement  in  the  water  supplies  to  the 
District,  particularly  in  the  Parishes  of  Tockho’es  and  Mellor. 
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Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

There  were  no  modifications  or  extensions  to  the  sewerage 
system  during  the  year. 

The  major  parts  of  the  Parishes  of  Livesey,  Billington,  Pleas- 
ington  and  Wilpshire,  Mellor  and  Eccleshill  are  sewered?  and  parts  of 
Salesbury?  Clayton-le-Dale,  Yate  Bank  and  Balderstone  are  also  sewer- 
ed, but  the  districts  of  Tockholes,  Pickup  Bank,  Dinc^ley  and  Osbald- 
eston  are  entirely  without  a sewerage  system  of  any  kind. 

Instructions  were  given  to  the  Council’s  Consultant  Engineer 
to  proceed  with  the  scheme  for  the  sewering  of  Copster  Green  and 
for  the  construction  of  a new  sewage  disposal  works  for  the  treatment 
of  sewage  from  Billington,  Copster  Green,  Langho,  Langho  Colony 
and  a portion  of  Wilpshire  at  an  estimated  cost  of  £48,000.  This  is 
part  of  a £140-150,000  scheme  approved  in  princip’e  by  the  Council. 

Three  small  sewage  disposal  plants  were  installed  for  isolated 
properties  during  the  year. 


Closet  Accommodation. 

Privy  Middens  Nil 

Pail  Closets  958 

Dry  Ashpits  Nil 

No.  of  Houses  with  Fresh  Water  Closets  2474 

No.  of  Houses  with  Waste  Water  Closets  77 

No.  of  Houses  with  Moveable  Ashbins  3150 

Pail  Closets  converted  into  Fresh  Water  Closets  ...  8 

No.  of  Houses  at  which  Moveable  Ashbins  have  been 
substituted  for  Ashpits  12 


The  Council’s  scheme  whereby  grants  were  paid  to  owners 
converting  pail  closets  to  fresh  water  closets  was  continued. 

Public  Cleansing. 

The  collection  of  household  refuse,  night  soil  and  salvage  in 
the  major  portions  of  the  District  was  continued  by  the  Council’s 
own  men  and  vehicles,  the  only  parts  which  are  now  done  by  the 
contract  system  are  those  where  the  bad  condition  of  the  roads  pro- 
hibits the  use  of  the  motor  vehicles. 

The  following  figures  summarise  the  amount  of  refuse  collect- 
ed by  your  men  and  the  contractors  during  the  year : — 

Visits  to  Pans  Bins  T.  C.  Q. 

Premises  Emptied  Emptied  Loads  Estimated 

120,200  28,481  91,719  1704  3564  16  3 

The  Cleansing  Service  was  carried  out  at  times  with  extreme 
difficulty  owing  to  the  condition  of  the  vehicles  which  are  practically 
worn  out  and  although  two  new  Dennis  Refuse  Collectors  were  order- 
ed during  the  year,  delivery  couM  not  be  obtained. 
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. Salvage. 

The  following  weights  of  salvaged  materials  were  collected 
and  sold  during  the  year:  — 


Material 

Quantity 

Value. 

T.  C.  Q. 

lbs. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Paper  

50  5 I 

0 ... 

349 

8 

0 

Kitchen  Waste  

56  9 0 

0 ... 

84 

13 

6 

Bones  

8 I 

12 

2 

8 

0 

Textiles  

490 

9 ••• 

102 

8 

5 

Copper  

9 ••• 

4 

8 

6 

Brass  

14  ... 

I 

3 

8 

Aluminium  

16  ... 

5 

0 

5 

Lead  

14  ... 

4 

9 

4 

Iron  

0 ... 

7 

0 

0 

Bottles  and  Jars  

1144^  doz.  ... 

37 

0 

5 

Carriage  on.  Paper  

22 

II 

0 

Carriage  on  Kitchen  Waste  . . . . 



28 

4 

6 

Carriage  on  Trade  Refuse 

— 

3 

5 

II 

Total  

...  113  17  3 18  ... 

11444  doz. 

652 

I 

8 

BOARD  OF  TRADE  SUBSIDIES. 

Amount  allowed  on  collection  of  Kitchen  Waste — £ s.  d. 

40  tons  17-cwts.  i-qr.  at  los.od.  per  ton  I 

i'-  24  I 4 

15  tons  ii-cwts.  3-qrs.  at  17s. 6d.  per  ton  ' 

Waste  Paper — 

Increased  Collection  Allowance,  January  to  June  ...  3 7 8 

Increased  Collection  Allowance,  July  to  December  ...  5 6 6 


Total  Subsidies  42  15  6 


Profit  on  Dustbins  for  the  year  26  5 10 

Profit  on  Sanitary  Pails  2 15  8 


These  figures  fall  short  of  those  which  the  Board  of  Trade 
suggests  could  be  collected  if  the  public  would  co-operate  fully  in 
saving  all  ±e  materials  they  have  for  salvage.  It  is  pointed  out 
that  considerably  more  salvaged  materials  could  have  been  dealt  with 
by  your  existing  staff  without  the  cost  of  collection  being  increased. 


II 


Sanitary  Inspections. 

Number  of  Premises  visited  

Defects  or  Nuisances  found  

Number  abated  

Informal  Notices  served  

Statutory  Notices  served  


1624 

114 

110 

114 

30 


The  above  table  does  not  include  re-visits  and  routine  in- 
spections at  which  no  action  was  found  to  be  necessary. 


Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds. 

The  licences  which  were  in  operation  at  the  end  of  1946,  were 
renewed.  There  is  a considerable  number  of  various  types  of  move- 
able  dwellings  which  have  in  the  past  been  stationed  in  various  parts 
of  the  District  for  which  no  hcence  has  been  apphed.  A close  watch 
is  being  kept  on  the  position  and  no  vans  and  sheds  other  than  those 
already  known  have  been  erected.  Most  of  these  were  intended  in 
the  first  instance  as  week-end  huts  but  many  are  now  occupied  per- 
manently. It  is  hoped  that  these  can  be  dealt  with  as  soon  as  the 
housing  situation  is  alleviated. 


Smoke  Abatement. 

Several  observations  of  Factory  Qiimneys  were  carried  out  and 
no  flagrant  emission  of  black  or  other  smoke  was  noted. 

Rodent  Control. 

For  approximately  half  the  time,  a Rodent  Operative  was  em- 
ployed on  search  for  rats  and  treatment  of  infestations  found,  and 
also  in  carrying  out  the  treatment  of  premises  covered  by  the  two 
Contracts  which  we  have  with  firms  within  the  District.  The  num- 
ber of  infestations  dealt  with  during  the  year  were  as  under ; — 

Business  Premises  No. 

J.  Dugdale  & Sons  3 

Station  Hotel  i 

Livesey 

Cherry  Tree  Machine  Co i 

Asprey,  Baker  2 

Cherry  Tree  Jam  Co i 

Nightfield  Gate  Farm  (outbuildings)  ...  i 

Riviera  Cafe  2 

Horden  Farm,  Livesey  i 

Also  5 at  Private  Dwellings. 

Two  maintenance  sewer  treatments  were  carried  out  and  the 
sewage  works  throughout  the  District  were  also  treated  twice. 

The  Council’s  refuse  tips  were  dealt  with  four  times  during 
the  year,  and  infestation  kept  to  the  absolute  minimum. 
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No  charge  was  made  for  the  treatment  of  rats  on  private 
dwelling  houses,  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  paying 
6o%  of  the  cost  and  the  Ck)uncil  40%.  A charge  covering  the  whole 
of  the  cost  of  the  work  plus  10%  administrative  expenses  was  made 
for  the  work  done  on  business  premises. 

The  treatment  of  sewers  was  covered  by  Circular  N.S.ii,  one 
third  of  the  cost  being  recovered  from  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries. 


Cockroach  Infestation. 

Four  houses  were  found  to  be  rather  badly  infested  with  cock- 
roaches during  the  year,  and  these  were  sprayed  with  a proprietary 
fluid  containing  D.D.T.  At  inspections  made  some  weeks  after- 
wards, they  did  not  show  any  evidence  of  infestation  and  at  the  end 
of  the  year  no  further  complaints  had  been  received. 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

The  number  of  inspections  made  on  power  and  non-power 
factories  throughout  the  year  was  unfortunately  somewhat  small  due 
to  the  pressure  of  other  work.  The  appropriate  form  is  appended 
to  the  end  of  this  Report. 


HOUSING. 

The  survey  which  was  commenced  during  August,  1945  was 
continued  throughout  the  year.  The  marked  housing  shortage  con- 
tinues; work  was  continued  on  the  Council’s  Housing  Scheme,  but 
none  was  completed.  The  enforced  neglect  of  dwelling  houses  is 
now  very  apparent  and  the  condition,  of  many  houses  is  deteriorating 
rapidly. 

Statistics. 


Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year — 


By  the  local  authority  

Nil 

By  other  local  authorities  

Nil 

By  other  bodies  or  persons  

15 

I. — Inspection  of  dwelling-houses  during  the  year:  — 

Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing 


defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  . . . 948 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  1024 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  above)  which  were 
inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Con- 
solidated Regulations,  1925  to  1932  797 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  820 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  234 
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Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 
to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be 
in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  264 

2-  — Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal 

notices : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  con- 
sequence of  informal  action  by  the  local  authority 
or  their  officers  

3-  — Action  under  statutory  powers  during  the  year:  — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Hous- 
ing Act.  1936: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  3 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices:  — 

(a)  By  owners  2 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil 
(fe)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelhng-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  10 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices : — 

(a)  By  owners  12 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

4-  — Housing  Act.  1936,  Part  IV,  Overcrowding:  — 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of 

the  year  8 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  16 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  48 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 

the  year  8 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk  Supply. 

Dairy  farms  continued  to  receive  a high  priority  in  inspec- 
tions throughout  the  year  and  one  dairy  farm  was  completely  re- 
conditioned and  a new  dairy  erected.  Cleanliness  of  dairy  premises 
has  not  yet  reached  the  pre-war  standard,  the  chief  reasons  given  by 
the  farmers  being  that  they  are  either  short  of  staff  or  cannot  obtain 
suitably  trained  staff  or  that  they  are  short  of  water.  In  many 
cases,  I believe  these  statements  to  be  genuine,  particularly  on  the 
question  of  water  supplies  which  in  many  cases  are  poor. 
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267  samples  of  milk  were  taken  and  submitted  for  the  Methyl- 
ene Blue  Reductase  and  B.  Coli  tests.  180  were  completely  satis- 
factory, the  remaining  87  failed  to  pass  the  test.  In  all  cases  whether 
the  sample  was  satisfactory  or  otherwise,  the  farmer  was  informed 
of  the  result  of  the  analysis  and  after  an  unsatisfactory  sample  the 
farmer  producing  ±e  milk  was  given  a list  of  various  measures  to 
which  he  should  pay  attention,  and  in  most  cases  visited  within  a 
short  time. 

As  in  previous  years,  it  appears  that  most  of  the  unsatisfactory 
samples  were  caused  by  imperfect  sterilisation  of  utensils  or  the 
milk  not  being  sufficiently  cooled  usually  owing  either  to  the  high 
temperature  of  the  cooling  water  or  the  absence  of  a proper  cooler. 

The  number  of  dairy  farms  and  cowkeepers  in  the  district 


are  as  under:  — 

No.  of  dairy  farms,  223.  Approximate  number  of  cows  in 

the  district  2423 

No.  of  cowkeepers  (including  dairy  farms)  266 

No.  of  inspections  during  the  year  476 

No.  of  dairymen  or  milk  purveyors  (other  than  cow- 
keepers)   10 


Ice  Cream. 

During  the  year,  premises  of  all  manufacturers  of  Ice  Cream 
were  inspected  following  the  coming  into  operation  on  the  ist  May, 
1947,  of  the  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment,  Etc.)  Regulations,  1947. 

Three  persons  were  found  to  be  manufacmring  ice  cream  under 
somewhat  unsatisfactory  conditions  and  as  in  each  case  the  property 
was  not  owner  occupied,  no  external  structure  could  be  erected  for 
the  housing  of  the  necessary  appliances  for  proper  Heat  Treatment 
in  accordance  with  the  Regulations.  In  one  instance,  the  manufacture 
of  ice  cream  ceased  altogether,  and  in  the  two  remaining  cases, 
manufacture  was  continued  using  the  Heat  Treated  Cold  Mix  Method, 
thereby  cutting  out  the  necessity  for  elaborate  plant  and  its  housing. 

Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

Every  effort  was  made  to  inspect  all  the  animals  slaughtered 
within  the  district  immediately  after  slaughter.  Most  of  these  were 
killed  at  a licensed  Slaughter-House,  which  is  attached  to  the  farm 
buildings  of  an  Institution  within  the  District,  but  considerable  num- 
bers of  pigs  and  sheep  were  slaughtered  occasionally  under  Ministry 
of  Food  hcences  at  various  farms  and  other  premises.  It  was  not 
necessary  to  seize  any  article  of  food.  Any  which  were  found  to  be 
diseased  or  unsound  were  readily  surrendered  by  the  owners. 

Regular  inspections  were  carried  out  at  Butchers’  Shops. 
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The  number  of  animals  inspected  and  food  surrendered  were 
as  follows : — 


Cows  Calves  Sheep  and  Lambs 

22  28  58 


Swine 

56 


MEAT  AND  OFFAL  SURRENDERED. 


Disease 


Beef 


Weight 

Lbs. 


Generalised  Tuberculosis 

319 

Localised  Tuberculosis 

118 

Beef  Offal 

Distomatosis  

98 

Localised  Tuberculosis 

6 

Generalised  Tuberculosis 

80 

OTHER  FOODS  SURRENDERED: 

Decomposition — 

Butter  

3oi-lbs. 

Bacon  

4 -lbs. 

Corned  Beef  

24  -lbs. 

Holed,  Damaged  or  Blown  Cans — 

Prunes  

2 cans  6/10 

Carrots 

5 cases  6/10 

Apricot  Pulp  

32  cans  14-lbs.  ii-ozs 

Blackcurrant  Pulp 

10  cans  5 kilos. 

Sour  Mixed  Pickles 

62  cases  6/10 

Sour  Mixed  Pickles 

39  cases  6/1  gall. 

Corrosion  on  caps — 

Pickles  

27  cases  I -lb  jars 

PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

All  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  occurring  during  the  year  were 
sporadic  and  there  was  no  outbreak  of  any  particular  disease.  In 
the  nation-wide  outbreak  of  Poliomyelitis,  only  one  case  occurred 
within  the  District. 

As  in  last  year’s  report,  no  case  of  Diphtheria  occurred  through- 
out the  whole  year.  There  was  a considerable  reduction  in  the 
number  of  Dysentery  cases  notified  and  all  were  from  an  Institution 
within  the  District. 
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The  arrangement  between  the  Accrington  and  District  Joint 
Hospital  Board  and  the  Borough  of  Darwen  for  the  use  of  their  Bull 
Hill  Hospital  was  continued  although  towards  the  end  of  the  year 
considerable  difficulty  was  experienced  in  obtaining  hospital  treatment 
for  patients  suffering  from  Infectious  Diseases  owing  to  the  acute 
shortage  of  nursing  staff. 

Diphtheria  Antitoxin  was  still  kept  at  Police  Stations  through- 
out the  District  for  use  as  required  by  Medical  Practitioners. 

The  percentage  of  the  child  population  of  the  district  which 
was  known  to  have  been  immunised  against  Diphtheria  to  the  end 
of  1947,  was:  — 

Pre-School  Age — Under  5 19.8% 

School  Age — 5-15  50.5% 

Total  under  15  38.8% 

No  case  of  Diphtheria  was  notified. 

The  percentage  given  above  represents  those  children  which 
are  known  to  have  been  immunised  and  for  which  this  authority 
or  the  Child  Welfare  Authority  have  paid,  but  there  is  no  doubt  what- 
ever if  all  those  children  who  have  been  immunised  privately  could 
be  taken  into  account,  the  percentage  would  undoubtedly  be  in  the 
region  of  70-75%  for  the  under  fives,  and  84-90%  of  the  5-15  age 
groups. 
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FECTIOUS  DISEASES 
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Tuberculosis. 


NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  DURING  1947. 


New  Cases  Deaths 

Age  Periods  Resp.  Non-Resp.  Resp.  Non-Resp. 

Years  M F M F M F M F 

0 —  I O ...  O ...  O ...  O ...  O ...  O ...  O ...  O 

1 —  5 O ...  O ...  O ...  I ...  o ...  o ...  o ...  o 

5 — 10  2 ...  2 ...  1 ...  2 ...  O ...  O ...  O ...  O 

10 — 15  O ...  O ...  O ...  O ...  O ...  0 ...  o ...  o 

15 — 20  I ...  O ...  2 ...  O ...  0 ...  I ...  I ...  O 

20 25  I ...  O ...  O ...  O ...  O ...  O ...  O ...  O 

25 — 35  o ...  I ...  o ...  3 ...  o ...  I ...  o ...  o 

35 — 45  I ...  I ...  o ...  I ...  o ...  o ...  o ...  o 

45 — 55  I ...  O ...  O ...  O ...  O ...  I ...  o ...  o 

55—65  O o ...  o ...  o ...  o ...  o ...  o ...  o 

65  and  upwards  ...  i...  o...  o...  o...  o...  i...  o...  o 


Totals  7...  4...  3...  7...  o...  4...  I 


II  10  4 I 


No  cases  of  Tuberculosis  which  had  not  been  notified  came 
to  light. 


Diphtheria  Immunisation. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  children  immunised 
during  the  year : — 


Ages 

Years 


No.  of  children 
No.  of  who  ceased  to 

children  attend  before 

completely  completion  of 

immunised  the  course 


Type  of 
Prophylactic 
used 


Under  i 30 

1 —  2 17 

2— 3  o 

3— 4  I 

4— 5  o 

5— 6  I 

6 —  7 o 

7 —  8 o 

8 —  9 o 

9 —  10  o 

10  II  o 

11  and  over  o 


o ...  1 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o ...  I"  A.P.T.  Wellcome 

o 
o 
o 


Total 


49 


I 
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FACTORIES  ACT.  1937. 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1947  FOR  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  OF 
BLACKBURN  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  LANCASTER. 

I’rescribed  particiilar.s  on  the  administration  of  the  Factories  Act.  1937. 


1— INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (incluclinff  inspections  made  by 
Sanitary  Inspectors) 


M/c 

line 

No. 

(’) 

Number 

on 

Register 

(3) 

Number  of 

M/c 

line 

No. 

(7) 

Premises 

(1) 

Inspections 

(4) 

Written 

notices 

f5) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(6) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2.  3.  4 and  6 are  to  be  en- 
forced bj'  Loral  Authorities 

1 

9 

1 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
to  which  Section  7 applies 
( Subject  to  the  Local 
Authorities  (Tr.ansfer 
of  Enforcement)  Order 
1958  

2 

28 

2 

2 

ib)  Others... 

3 

3 

(iii)  Other  Premises  under  the  Act 
(excluding  out-workers’ 
premises)  

4 

4 

TOTAL  

37 

3 

2.— CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


M/c 

Number  of  cases 
were 

in  which 
found 

defects 

Number  of 
cases  in 

1 

: M/c 

Particulars 

(1) 

line 

No. 

(2) 

Found 

(5) 

Remedied 

(4) 

Refe 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

(5' 

rred 

By  H M. 
Inspector 

(6) 

wh’ch 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

(7) 

, line 
i No. 

i« 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l)  

5 

5 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  

6 

6 

Unre.^sonable  temperature  (S.3) 

7 

/ 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

8 

8 

Inefective  drainage  of  Hoors  {S.6) 

9 

9 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(«)  insufficient 

to 

10 

{b)  Unsuitable  or  defective  ... 

11 

3 , 

11 

(c)  Not  separ.ate  for  sexes  ... 

12 

! 

12 

Other  offences  (not  including 
offences  relating  to  Homework) 

13 

! 

13 

TOTAL  

60 

3 1 

60 

20 


